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March 19, 2020 

 

Dear Hastings Families, 

 

Yesterday was the first day of a new adventure for children, teachers, and parents. The 

pace at which we had to ramp up to provide continuous learning for students during an 

extended period of time, didn’t leave much room for teachers to learn new technologies 

that they have not used before. I commend those teachers who learned to use Google 

Classroom only a day or two before they had to upload assignments, resources, and 

materials in anticipation of being out of school for an unspecified period of time.  

 

On March 17, 2020, the New York State Education Department shared their 

expectations with districts for continued learning. The document is here.  Just as 

districts were asked to create a childcare program in 24 hours and plans for how to 

provide breakfast and lunch for some of our students, we had little time to provide the 

necessary training for teachers who have never used some of the tools mentioned on 

page 3 of the State Education Department guidance document. Melissa Szymanski, 

Principals, and Assistant Principals will continue to provide assistance to expand the 

repertoire of tools that teachers may use.  

 

This afternoon, Melissa Szymanski and I had a productive conversation with the 

leadership of the Hastings Teachers Association to discuss how best to implement the  

recommendations the State Education Department mentioned on pages 3-4 of the 

guidance document. Some teachers are more comfortable with the use of some of these 

tools than others. If a teacher is not using a particular tool, it does not mean that they 

don't want to use it. It may mean that they need a little more time to get acclimated to 

using new tools that they may not have used in this way prior to yesterday. Teachers also 

have families and childcare responsibilities in the midst of trying to provide continuous 

learning to their students.  

 

We all experienced a learning curve this week and will continue to do so until COVID-19 

is behind us. We thank you for your ongoing partnership with us and your recognition of 

the challenges associated with implementing a plan for continuous learning. This 

reliance on digital learning is a significant shift for the Hastings community but we will 

get there.  

 

Thank you in advance for your patience and understanding. 

 

Warm regards, 

Valerie Henning-Piedmonte 

http://www.hohschools.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NtoJzCdmSGJEFcdQpzFQgOJALTwK6dGF/view?usp=sharing

